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The Museum
How can we use artefacts to find out about people in the past?

Welcome to the archaeological museum. In this building you will find artefacts which have been
rediscovered from the past. Many of the items you will see here have been excavated by
archaeologist working at particular sites around the country. These artefacts tell us about the
people who lived in a particular place at a particular time in history.

What are your first impressions of the building? What does it tell us about the people
who built it?

As you walk around the museum you will:
ñ explore the artefacts,
ñ learn about the lives of the people who made them,
ñ learn about how they were made,
ñ think about the material they were made from,
ñ discuss how they were used.

Look at the building – Describe the building to a friend. Why do you think it is built in this style?

Draw the outside of the building and label the areas that you can see.
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Mystery objects

We are now inside the museum. In this building you may find a map of the layout of the
museum; information about the collections which are kept here and information about the
place of their origin. Most importantly you will find many artefacts to see and explore!

Option 1

Your teacher might
give you a card which
will tell you what type
of artefact to look for.
Find an artefact that is
similar to the one
mentioned on the card.

Exchange your book with a friend, ask them to find your artefact and you find theirs!

List some words
which describe
your artefact.

Option 2

Look at the
contemporary
objects in page 5.
Find an artefact that
is similar to one of
the contemporary
objects.

Draw the artefact you have found here. Be as accurate
as possible. Copy all of the designs on your artefact.
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Contemporary and ancient artefacts

Look at these objects which are commonly found in your homes. Select an object and circle it. 
Then walk around the museum and look for an artefact for the archaeological collection which is
similar to the object you have circled.

The artefact you have selected from the museum

Description 
of the artefact you have

selected from the museum

Compare 
the museum artefact to the

contemporary object

Similarities: Differences:

What do you think
the museum artefact

was used for?
Find information in the

museum.

What do you think
is the value of the

artefact for the people
who used it?

What is the value
of the museum artefact

to a historian or
archaeologist?

Which objects do you feel are valuable in your life? Explain why.



All artefacts in a museum are made of different materials which have survived over time. These
are often buried underground or hidden in underground tombs and rooms. Now let’s discover
the kinds of material which will remain through time and the materials which will decompose.
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Material

Organic materials (i.e. living things
such as people, animals and plants):

Leather, Bone, Leaves, Wood, Ivory,
Seeds, Fruit, Bulbs, Keratin...

Non - organic materials:

Stone, Bronze, Iron, 

Silver, Gold...

Now look around the museum and find examples of organic and non-organic materials.
Write the names of the artefacts you have found in the boxes below.

What type of materials have you found? Why do you think that they have survived? 

Discuss your answers with your partner or teacher.

How long will some of the materials we use today take to decompose? Will our plastic
bags remain buried for 50, 100 or 500 years?
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Roles in society

If a society is to prosper then everyone needs to share with the work and activities. Looking at
the artefacts in the collection is it possible to tell who did what? Can you identify what the
individual roles were undertaken by the men and the women in that society if any?
What evidence do you have to support your ideas?

This is the evidence
I found...

From this evidence
I can make the

following
deductions...

What role did men
play in society?



8_Learning to investigate the history of Cyprus through artefacts

How different are the roles that men and women play in today’s society, from that
in the past?

This is the evidence
I found...

What role did women
play in society?

From this evidence
I can make the

following
deductions...



You have discovered a great deal about the treasures in the archaeological museum. Now find your
favourite artefact and draw it in the box below. List as much information about the artefact as you
can as this will help you remember it. Use your previous work to help you.
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My favourite artefact

Why have you selected this artefact? What made you choose this? Justify your answer.

Who?

What?

Why?

Where?

How?

When?

made it? used it?

found it?

age?

made?

used?
placed here?

discovered?

discovered?

made?

made?

made?

used?
looked?

discovered?

placed here?

used?

discarded?

material?
use?
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Cyprus Artefacts in museums of the world

Look closely at the map below, you will see where many of the word’s main museums are situated.
All of the ones indicated contain collections of Cyprus artefacts. Try to match the museums to the
cities.
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Game with words

Y M U S E U M A T T N F T S R

R S N I U R M S O S O U O E H

E I L B J P W E I I T T Y T I

L G V I H O U K R G Y U Y T S

L R K O R T U E A O H R D L T

E R R D A W E N H L R E E E O

W A E T R X O R C O R X N M R

E M S S T T K R R E C H W E Y

J I N V E S T I G A T I O N W

P Z K L F A D L V H C D T T K

C M E C A T R A B C S O D I G

M K A T C W T C Y R E T T O P

S A S L T I Y H H A A C Z T B

Z A P N O E V I D E N C E A A

P G X N S I S E H T O P Y H U

AMPHORA
CHARIOT
EXCAVATION
HYPOTHESIS
LAMP
PAST
RHYTON
SKELETON

ARCHAEOLOGIST
DIG
FUTURE
INVESTIGATION
MAP
POTTERY
RUINS
STATUE

ARTEFACT
EVIDENCE
HISTORY
JEWELLERY
MUSEUM
RESEARCH
SETTLEMENT
SWORD

Great work!

Words, that are very much related to museums, archaeology and history, are hidden in the
rectangle below. All the best in discovering them!
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Notes
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